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From “Shiigido” to “Komatsu Citizens University”:

Several points of illumination that Terakoya offers
“Beginning Chinese Language”
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Abstract: Taking Shigido (#:7%3%) to represent the Edo Era education of ordinary citizens
at Komatsu’s Terakoya (371-J&), this education stressed three main points: the importance
of traditional Chinese learning, the importance of practicality, and the importance of sodoku
(3%%#t). These ideas definitely have illuminating significance for current language educa-
tion. “Beginning Chinese Language” should also carry forward this tradition, making the
education learner-centered, recognizing that culture is intertwined with language education,
paying attention to the practicality of language education content, and bringing into play the
role of reading aloud in language education.
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