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On the Nature of ain’t in English:
A Sociolinguistic Analysis of R. Wright’s Literature
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Abstract: The aim of this paper is to consider the nature of ain’t in tag questions in black
English data as viewed from a sociolinguistic perspective. Furthermore, I would like to
show the nature of ain’t in the relationship with politeness theory. 4in’t is used as a
contraction for am not, are not, is not, has not, and have not. Generally, ain’t is unacceptable
in standard usage. It tends to be disapproved as a marker of less educated speech. On the
other hand, ain’t is often used as a tag question (You going to take the job, ain’t you,
Bigger?). What is important is that it functions as a marker of identity for the particular
group within the community. We will consider the use of ain’t in tag questions, paying
attention to the issue of in-group members identity. We will show the use of ain is related
to factors such as formality and ethnicity. The study will contribute to our understanding
of other English varieties such as Asian English and African English.

Key words: Black English, ain’t, tag question, politeness, sociolinguistics

1. IFL&IC

— I ain't FIFFHEMN L F VST, (LT LEFHHTLCHAVLNS, L3N Tw5, B
MYIZ1Z. am not, are not, is not, has not, have not Dt ) & L THW 55, is not X has not
B LT B (2006) (& 2007 [aint NEFFELT 5 2 LI3FEFFEMNITIEDH D 2w
DOTTA, EEBFHOPIZIL ain't 225 OFHEIZ L > T, TXTD [ be BFil+not | [ have ByFil+
not | O E LT ASXHMTEET] (p. 279) LRk, EFELIGIIZIZ LDOM S IS O
HORHADP L ENTWDITTIEE LW ED) PR D, EIWIFHEELE VHIHR L2 0bo T
WAHLZENEZOND, ZDant iZ—HICHEDOLEVWE VLS, FICHEFE IR I
%o ain't I3k 4 2 XOMEOHRTA LS L, ki DBRENIA ) T% < AIMEICSE L %,

RESCTUEL BRSNS SCHICAEL 2 aint ICHREFLD . AT 4 M A ABFwmEEH L 20
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5. B0, HEFESNREED S EOREIZOWTHETT %,

FFant OHEZO o T, HEHOFPZMBIL TB 272w,

KETHR &7z, Webster's II @ New College Dictionary Tli&. ain't OffF A HAERY 70 5515
TRV EDOFHHALDH 5,

Nonstandard. 1. Am not. 2. — Used also as a contraction for are not, is not, has not, and
have not. Usage: Even though it would be useful as a contraction for am not and as an
alternative form for isn’t, aren’t, hasn’t, and haven’t, ain’t is still unacceptable in standard

usage. (1995: 23)

AT, ain't OFAICITHBIRY - AW EZRIFET S L) TH S, /A (1981, 2006) 1%
ain't 2KRESEFE T L CEAN L & L, [Zh% did not DD D IZH 2 DIZKE DB AR
RS, L BHoOSEIZL ] ORI 2006: 39) & DifHE LT\wb, HMBRZAER L W) I
Tl Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary D& 10 HilZd Z DS 5 (1998: 25) /N
(2006) & ain't ®HEIZOWT, [JEH ‘are not’ DOFMETH 7225, L& & LT ‘is not’,
‘am not’, ‘has not’, ‘have not’ 7 EDFHMEILIZ b EFHEDOUUTIIAAb S FTHIRL THW SN |
(/NG 2006: 39, FH#EERIZEFES) LB TWD, 72 LIS EFFIE S 2 FED I o2,
I D EFBEALFAOTEEIC IS D B L ERIIEZ Do B 3HTEAMICEILET 2%, ain't &
1 ANFRR 2 Ao 245 E AT R,

FIERIC, Do Ok fF i ETIE ] ©b . AIENICAEL % aint 2O o T [TA VT 2 BT
i, amnt I &SN T4, L, aint I AT ET52BA 05, ZOREE LTAEF)
ATId, {720 7:0FTidaren't 1? £ 3 FbN b (1989: 81) & L. ain't O FFIZIZHIIRN 72
ERPEIET LT LRI D,

512, [EFEEMHEREYETHR] Tk, FU CAMENICAE T 2 ain't 20 o T, [3EETIE
aren't I? (& &iZan't I?) AIFEE LCRROOLNAETH Y, ain't 1?7 1ZFBD SR\ (1986
36) £ LT, #IHSLEIZL o Tain't 20 CAHRHliA SRR 5 2L ) A2 5. %8B, kucera |2
LDFEFMRREDIIY LIFTBY., 2l kb L., FEEOEWVIADS aren’t > ain't > an't &
o TWAHLI LN, TOMMAMEL L IZHESIN TS (1986: 36),

—Ji EERZEIME Vo Z2HIR THIAT SN RFE T, ain't OFBICH T ) HoEIHh Tz
W, B 21X BBC English Dictionary £ Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary Tl% 3% 7 3101
L7\ (B A 1992: 25, £& 55 2015: 33)s The Compact Macquarie Dictionary (1994: 19)
4 [FkET. The Penguin Macquarie Dictionary (2% - Tld, ain't OFLE T 5 v (1986) 6

ZNTY The Concise Oxford Dictionary of Current English |21, Jig L ~Xwidhl e L <,
ain't DEAHIFHEEN L, FELEETOHFREIFTETOARLI 2V, LIPS S (1995 28),
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Collins English Dictionary |23 EEEOJHDH V) . GG LSETITEH T 5N AMEAIZH
Dy 74 —NVERTIEFRL TEDI RV, L LTwa (1991 31),

& 512 Longman Dictionary of the English Language (213, ain't O FE WY 7 781 B A H A
SNTW5D, R 17T D25 18 AL DOFEIZ 0 TlEBEEED 5 N72H ORI T AT L 72,
Mz TREFEFETIE, #EOHLAOMTHHEDLNDA, TN L—ET AT L ER A ¥
T A=V BHRER L2V E EIZ, BREMICHEM SN2 EBEHI TS (1991 33),
D EiFaint PREREFETICHPNL LV IFEALE D FR L0, ROFE2HTHENT 2 L 912
PEFEFET S IAFAER 2 CTHE I S NS,

The Cambridge Australian English Style Guide \21%. ain't 7%k 4 2 BiEIEFATFEOR D) 295
TEIZOWT, I3a=s—var FRMEZVE LGS L, BELFHELAT L VoIS EH
ETICHGRDEDHERME LT he T7APINEERCHIZAE U % aren’t I? (I'm supporting you,
aren't I?) 1220V TIE, INFEF T ENDPERZHETEZVWE T ImFDHo72h, TTIC
ZLDADZNEMALCTBY . BYABROREOZ LTNTwD, EFHPL TS (1995
32),

WAEI, ain't MBI SCE SRV L2 L TB2 2 E e b v, [Y—=T 2
PANTFMLEE S ) Tl [AHINEER] - MEFEM O ain't . IMOBE I HHFAEED TV - T1d ain't
23am not DHFEFITE amn't (ZHIRT 5 &\ ) FRIEMEH & | 0128 24 2 fa R TED 72 2720 § —aren't]
(2015: 51) TH2LINTWV2,

T2 UNERET ¥ 5 by ABERIRREIEEZRR] T, [CR) TREED RN B D
WHA, BFEICHEETIL) #EHHLATL, (LT LFHLSEOPLRETULIZLIEHV 2, HIC
I'm [I am] &) XOMMEERM E LT, IENE &b am [ not, HHWITEI L EETHA S
Twbaren't [? DD IZHVSENS ] (1994: 58) &H b,

A Merriam-Webster Webster’s Dictionary of English Usage Tl ain't O 22 izt % L C
B, has not 8L D have not & L TP ain't iZ, OB L ) HTHELZODTHY ., HH
P19 WA Z DRI A LS, & L7z (1989 60-62)s F7/2bT LOAHEDLWVAIZL ST
FHSNTHLE DT TIERVET S, ZORILIT ain’'t % am not X are not & FPED 720
ThbLTh, SHICEEZFEL L COan't DEHIL, HEEHRIX KL BEPZL, 5
WIEEBRADFELFETHD, HEBEL VS LHREGZ L L), SHICHRIBAAEIZ L - T
SNz ant 1?7 OFRHE [V 27 A5 =83 OWMEICEKEEEL G 272H, Tion
T N=rvad 4 r%5IHL, ZNHOERIES SFLMLLRTICINE SN LD TH Y,
SHTOEMTH S L HRWA R\, & Lz BIRRVOIE, ain't BHHIZZ—ET EpELE
FTHDLNLZOTIIRL, MEFLO—EDHHEZROZDIHHINLZ L HH L LAHAT
H5H (1989: 64),

Db, SEERECHIMR S 7o RFIEE 2 L ICBIR L7z, IROF 2 HITlE, AasCa A LT <



fiAS  filt

9 R TCHED D %2 DM 3R 2 ) BT, REANE A>T E 720y,

2. SEATHRSE

O C TR LD . EBEOMIMEOMHIZIEFFICEHREICEA TS Z L 2R L
TeREDOTZ 7y By (1972) . 2006 — %121 ain't OISR L CHHM UGS E & Bbi
TWREETY, ZNOFREDEM & OFFD X A5R 2 & 24584 L 72 Cheshire (1991).
CRENS L LCoOMMKET ain't ICHHS S 2550 anel 2 U T, MO/ — 7 4 — 7 FE CTHIE
L7zAs (1995), ¥ ¥ HR— VEEREO KR lah BSMPENT A 77474 - v—A—L LT
ORI TS L7z, {LH (2017) %HY iP5,

Uy Ry (1972) 13, KETHEFEZ E A T A EHE 2 0 AT INEERIC B+ 5 7 >
—MAEEBI o TW5, ZOME. WL, BREEIIHEERIm . TR ENOFiER

2B B INE O BIUCIEDFED SN2 & PR SNz 0s, EEIZ LSRR AHNEER/N
FOFEEHENEER S N7z, Bl 21X, No one watches TV any more. O O INEI Tix. do they?
7526 % does he? 2517 &, ZDfh, TH o7z, HH L TIX. no one IZHEIR DT, &

Z i does he? 7% BINE N AL & Bbi/z%, FEHBIE do they? b EHEIR SN TWAE, Lo L
35 RO A % A (1995) A3/ — 74— 7 #BTITH) &, ZDZ% < H¥do they? %ERL
TWbo BEHL T V7Y FyORETIIREOEERM 2 "R TbI /2, /=T 5—2
FEOWERE L) DBHEERS R L o7 EZOND, )V ) ERIZBWTIE, do they? 2%F
EOFHH LT ONTNDEER D,

Cheshire (1991) (&, BMIMIIBIF 2S5 KOWT, LT 1 ¥ 7 OIEEHEN) 70 Foih 2 T
L7z TOMRE, ain't FTHELE . int (TFMEERCE OMEP RV, L L7z, £2in'tid
FEOERE DD EDTHN, TROLMENT ATy T7 474 - v—H—L LTOEEEH
STWLIZELHLNZ L7z, Bl ain't IZFMEERIZB T, HEFrORELLEL L
BWIRTIZRLTAELD 2 EE WA, ntIiZZ0 L) 2EBEEETOAELI AT E2ERHL
7oo TERFEDEMMB A2 %, MOEMEXFTH720I0nt ZHHT 25D TH 5,

Wik (1995) (&, ZNOMWIMEETE /) — 7 + — 7 # BBV T, IR COEE B2 %>
oo TORER, ENTrT7 VR =T =7 BRIZSY e FFEICH¥T S anei (or anieh) %A
WCER L., & oEBAZIZhoTWnD, LG L7z, #l21EX, Those two are coming,
aren't they? & W) MINEER L, MICD FRROL I LSV EEHY, bz v r7 %/
=7+ BRIZL> THAEINETWEZ LR 2E& LD, —J, EY b7 v RITEER
SWhH LA L%V (Those two are coming, anieh?/Demtu kamen, aren’'t they?/Demtu kamen,
anieh? (4 1995: 60))

WRIZ Y VTR IVIEFEDORREEIZ DO WT, 7 = A ZABMWATA OB S 5EE L 72700 (2017)
ZPN BT B, SEHIE Y Y R —VHEFEO RG] lah &2, KT T 147 - K74 P AR 2FENT S
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WEFE LT, FRZZNDS, MENT ATy 7474 - v—=H—L LTOHEKEZLH LT
LR L7z SHICZFDOZEMleh X loh LWL, =27 Y ADOMELZ B L2, &L THE
DIFEE LB, R NVIEFHIZBWT, HEFICRELZRKO L isnt it? KT T 147 -
RIA4 MR ADHREZF > Tnd & L7z,

DLEOSEATHIZE R U C. —LISAPINET & 5o To . #BAY - HARMER ST S IS 5
CEWbhB FITEETREZLE, TNWPREDEFHDTA T T4 74— %L T 59 2
THEERY—HI—L L TERELTVLEWVI) HTHI, KL TIEZOMICEEL RN S, [N
BERISCHIC BT B ain't O HEEEE L 720,

kO 3HEHITI, KRERAFHEROTR 225, R Wright @ Native Son % % L CHLE{E A
5 Spike Lee BB [ as X] oFICHET % aint 2% H . INH 2 BHIZZOH 5,
=0t KREOBAKEFEIZBIT 5 ain't BEOHEIIBWT, ROEHEIIEATHS L Bbis
o ) =2l ZOEHREICEATVWLRAREED aint ORHEEZBE T LI2ko T, 3
1, HREHTEHAL - EFIL L T2 EFREM O ain't HYFH & 4%, WEBBSSTE 5, &
WAy MBHDT2OTH 5o

CITHREINLOEREGIRNRETZ2O0L VI PHAPRDH L 00 L v, R HIE—
MCEAEREL S o Th . KREWNZI CEBIRA REER DL 00Th b, SOITHERNRER
RERICE DN RENS H D, Z T TAMULTIEEEBEE LT, 7AYIBRACFERE
TEERDO—ANTH D, R Wright IZ0RZH) . £ ZIZEL S ain't DEEEZHR, RIZZO
ain't OFOHAIMEZ MO/ HIRETEO N L ik L, — B LT 27200 EFE LTEREL T
BELZWEEZD, B, Wright HFIZI VY v EDETNT, BlEWNEY 7 I EE L ko
TWwhb,

3. aint DAEZESHSST
3.1. ain't DHIRLEE

¥ 9. Richard Wright O Native Son DT, ain't O HHITEHT 143 Bl S iz, £
D) BHRPERDBEEN L AMOLEETHY ., 2 AME 3 ABAZTH . FALTSB X AR
Y F TEORBUIMI TV LAY, AP EFEO L X ain't IFE SN Ah o720 2F ) &N
AT IUET AT E ain't OHIUIHRAT 5, ROFE 1 Faint OB L SFEREZ KDL
TWa (AEW4aeE > WA 4E) o

REWLBILETICZET S, 2B 1AL, EFESHEEO I RO we, 2 ARRTHESL &
OHEH D you. 3 AFRIZHELD he, she, it REED they % & oo
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x1 aintDHIRYT HEHER @EFISHREL)

&g [ MR 44 F o i JAREEENEI R e (%)
1 AFR 71 49.7
NN 23 16.1
3 AF 24 16.8
INGE| 2 1.4
HUE K OV A5 443 1 0.7
Byt 0 0.0
HIRD T D245 0 0.0
4G, M 0 0.0

EREHDY 1 AR
(1) I ain’t scared. (Wright 1940: 24)

EFEHD 2 ABR
(2) You ain’t my boss. (Wright 1940: 26)

EFEAT 3 AR
(3) He ain’t never had a chance. (Wright 1940: 301)

BN
(4) That boy just ain’t got no sense, that's all. (Wright 1940; 102)

FFEDEE 4
(5) Bigger ain’t decent enough to think of nothing like that. (Wright 1940: 12)

Zofh, EREELICH 7Y FEINTWRWA, there L THAE NS aint A7 61 (4.9%).
Bt R O 445 that A5 U < 760 (4.9%). nothing % none % nobody & V- 72 A4 E 78
BT 361 (2.1%). what you say  my name % all of them I know 7 & X445 it X° they &
THEEMZONDLLOPHETLHE (2.8%). A 1B (0.7%) 2B 5Ho KD 3.2 Tld, ain't
BED L) R XORFEEEAENRR A, 2H D,

3.2. aint & XDIELE

ain't (&, AE RIS BN L O CEIE SN L, TROBIICH S L )12, Hilinds
EXLELTHWONSL Z ED% v (You ain't my boss.) (FF%) .
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&2 ain't EXOEE FFIEHIRER)

LRI B % (%)
TEXL 120 84

Zdiibe 12 8.4
AR 3 11 7.7

=) XeEECHBAPLIRA L L, B, B, HIXO=2IZ5HTE 55, TOHT
ain't O HMIBUIEEIZHLOH THW SN EHED L\,

W 130 / 143 (91%) > @11 / 143 (0.8%) >#3C2 / 143 (0.1%)

EYXOHTO aint OMBIEZRL TELIEH20wb 00, Treofliz s s X912, HifhTain't
AEDLNT S, BIOHINTOHIHRE > THEDLILS L\ EHFA RTINS,

(6) Well, she ain’t in her room and she ain’t in Mrs. Dalton's room. (Wright 1940: 120)

B % & SHICHBIEDA 25, £ TH ain't OB TR Tld% < EBEMNIZRE S
NBEVS B H 5o

(7) We can do it, if you niggers ain’t scared. (Wright 1940: 24)

Db, ain't OB 2 SFBREE 2 BRSO S HBIE L7z, ko 3.3 TId EREOf g
FISCIZAE L5 aint ISHRZRD . HEEOBb Y Z2E25§ %,

3.3 MEIRT7ATVTA4T 4 - I—A—&ELTDaint

CC T IEER ORI A U B ain't 2T L OB ) TEET 5,

F 9. /IE Native Son &I BT 2 MHNEER O LBIEIX 60 Bldh 5. ZDHT ain't & &t
INEER X 7T BB 20 SNHORBIOE BB AE D LOKFESHCTIThNLTwb, TDain't
DED L) BGHTHEHAIN T LO0HLNITLLEDLND S,

FIBRAFLORE CBESNLHB» S RTHRIZV, it (8) &, EARE vy F—DOFE
PHEFT) EICHEEZ LAY TH L, BEFE Yy M0kl z LR L. 202 & 2{EDL #F
BOOMPENIASNTLE Yy H—EDEFETH Lo MM ain't DEEES N5,

(8) “You going to take the job, ain’t you, Bigger?” his mother asked.
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he laid down his fork and stared at her.
“T told you last night I was going to take it. How many times you want to ask me?”
(Wright 1940: 11)

Coaint VT E 292 TNV OLOHENZSD ) Sz, 20, BEERNICHETS SN
LEFEOTTOPTTHAHI LD, HLVERETHLHZ LD aint il L TOMRITATHL &
F2bo TITHIEESN TS beBhFA%EIC L. fFINET & LT aren't you? Zfli9 &, ZiUdl
HEIHFZ2Z ST 25T ERD, DRIRPHRY-LREOMBB L LToO—Hz I 6T HL
TLE9,

KD (8) ATHAMIC R 5 2 IREZ LT B K= kY RAD, ZOWROFHEE E v F—1257
RABMMTH L, v i—I1lLoTd, T (WINEio#sT) AEBZZEBLE LTI D5, &
LT (F=VbFYRAN) EHET (Evh—) OEMEHIAE ., MEFOFLFICNT S
JIb K&, F=L b RANRIEETH), Ev T—3EATH D, ZADOBIZIE—EDH AN
HEER D Lo E o T—I3MPHATIH aint ZZH L TWw5EZA25, didn't you? &\ AN
FEASLE SR 2 BRI L 72RO Ly H—2E o TIRELEAMWIIR L EEZ
b0 L7120 TT 2 AR A7 b REV, LiL (8) @ ain't Zffio 72351 & 13RI 2 BIFRICH 5o

(8)" “You left the car in the driveway last night, didn't you?”
“Yessum. I was about to put it up,” he said, --- (Wright 1940: 127)

KD (9) IZFENRE y H— L BAME AT AP EZ2ERERITEL R 5852 LTV 5
T, aint FEHEIN TS, EFNFLEORBOES VD ain't ODFEHZ AT AHIE D H 5.
TRL (9) FE Y =PRI ZTADHNTZKANE =V EEGHETH Y . 56 LFEIMPHE% 7 H
FALTWAHHEEFTR Lo F/AMEEMLEMEHT S ETHEFERFEITIEAATHS L
bEZ b BHEOEZ RME LG LIz EV ) LN L L COMNMEIOFHTH L, T
(9) FHAHREBAMAEZNEEELZLI2E-T, SFLTEHETOMOHEE2 D, H5
WG R XD, Lo e RY T4 T - KT A PARADFEFNAHM YT S, RIPT 47 - KFA b
DAL, W (2008) (12X B &, [MiFIZZITFANLNIW - "L Bz L)
FHEORCREZEET DA NI T V=02 k| (p. 34) LIRS, BETEHEFOEZ (J
) EHERRT AMTALEE Z A FE. (9) ORFEOHR. By H—OHKH XD “It better be
funny,” LIENTWZ, ZTAUE—FED [#EDEL] ICHY L, €y 7=k LTHS b HE
FTHEBEMLTNEDTHL, MEDNFHEDOEZEDHVEVIIT L, HHVILELTLVIHIH
FUZAETIEL TRE (9) OFFELMEMNLRENHE ML TWEEE R 5, BETUI, LD
I E LEEMSNARBALEFTZL L.
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ZIVHHETIE (9) bFETH Bo sEED. 7T LBEIEFIREICALFEIZOVWTTH Y,
FANRE Y H—FZNZETIBT ORI SH ) . MREICR > TWeds, 202 L& R
MBI H AR S N AGE T, B s Z 8 I LGl LT 2 To ain't OffH & 7> Tw
o RIEVEFELF (B F—) BZOFIHIIH L TAENHL L aMEFICHE S %2540
o7z, BBIICES Lok w) BEE REE S22 82 0o 722 L% ain't DI~ L ¥)55
TwolzEBb s, be BIFDOEMERHEN b EEE ORFFL 2 M E FITREIEZ L DIC—KE -
TWbe 77928 LEYY O EE%REYIUE, RVOT4 7 - RIAL PR ADO—flL ) 2
LWl b,

(9) “It's funny how the white folks treat us, ain’t it?” (Wright 1940: 17)

(9)" “You trying to make a fool out of me, ain’t you?”" (Wright 1940: 38)

BISC (9) 2OAHMET AR B &y TRED (9a) @ X9 127% 1) 56 LFOWIEN 2 BHRA V25
{ebo ZZWEHEFOEZRMENPODL L Vo /2= 2T v Ald 7%\, ain't DALOAHINET isn't it?
o728l (9b) TIL, ain't o7z TOMBEHRB L OEHREE Vo2 O L ik
Ve T W) ERIZBWT, aint M TOLRFEZRET2BXIH-TwEEEZ BN,

(9a) “It's funny how the white folks treat us.”
(9b) “It's funny how the white folks treat us, isn't it?”

L7255 Ty LfE (92) PHEFEAERL2VEVWLITHLI L 2E2LE, [-HEF] v
I EMREM AN TE D, (9b) X [+HEF] La&Nb, HARFEOKIE [l 250 L72#E
(2008 144) OSEREY L, HETAOIEOMR - RL %0 )b, 2EKEDT
IV VI Lk, MEFANOLEOMBRELEL L WINE bS5 HTH L, BlZIL,
SE12Z81F 72 Cheshire (1991) Ti&, fIIIENICA L S int ZFED IV —THED T )V — Thk LD
EEAE DB, HHEENEL RS I LEREIED,
ZIVIHERICBWTIE (9) QFEUZA, 220 [MPlE#ER] L) LNV ERLY RiF#Es
T5E, ROK3IDLEI b, LT L5 LHEMO T TOMNMEOLETH 5, isn't it? 258
FTLLAAMAOED TRV o LFEEIC, ain't it? 4T L BAMROEDY &) b Tl
T\, EHEL0MFIIBNTYH, FEEOLEILRIREIZL > T, I—FAf v F23 b b, Z
ZTC [HEF~NOIXEOMH - RL] OBRPFLET 256, [+HEF]. TUPEEL 2V
HF [-HET] 35, FLT, FREMH) 2 LT (PSR - EHE 25028HD1H 5
B, [HMMER]. ZNW0FEL 2 wE, [—EEMR] L3928, TROEK3IIL L, 7272
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&3 IIEIE BREMN

AN O HHHEM a HREME D

fHE £ o [—R&F] [ — i 2]
isn't it ? [+ &F] [ — i ) k]
ain't it ? [+ & T [+ i ) k]

LB ABEEFEORAP O3 DE L TELED TS,

KOBIL (10) 1F. BRICEARE y H—IRENLZLIZREATNE, TOAT)DOHAD
BRED v 25, EANRE Y T —O#EET LEORTEFEZ LTWAHHThHL, V¥ VIS AT
VDORB O BN BN LIZHKDE, BIIH DL HICERLTRDEEN) TIZBNWT, KU T
17 - RIAMFADMHAELTCVLEEDNDL, ZOLHIICBEALE) LOLEFETRLTDH,
ain't o 72 FFIAMIC D WL ODBIRE SN D, —fKITKRETIR, W. 7R T7OZETHIS T
WHEDIZ, BADOTERHETLHES LS 2RKMT 572012, BAEFORHEMES 256
HbHo LbIITIHEADERT (v h—) B5E0OHIINT, FFENEITTVWEIELF
fZoThant DB EEDONL, A7 )DL v H—IZEBANERITZ S 032 55D 5 DS,
FRENENERIC KA T 2L E QEBRDEH Y 29 7,

F72AT7) DO, HOEPIRATETEWAHITENIH LT, v v B ENZ2H 00 S FICHRET S
DT R, ©LAMMEZH > CEOHELHHELT L LICLoT, FBLFL—HICZDW
FELGBI L2V, EWIHEIH TV EEEZ L), £V ET, ZORFHIIF XTI
35 FTA (7 24 ARETE) #/hELTwLERbLNL, MEDNYGHIT 725 VWEES
ZE9.

(10) “Going heavy tonight, ain’t you?” (Wright 1940: 77)

ROBIL (11) IZBAOZLREEZEHERNY =L ENRE Y H— L OXRFEHETH D, €y H—°
KEZFIZLTVAETERT, E2TEI R TCENEFICANODEESIM S - RIEE T
PREDBHEy F—IZBMETA25ECTH S, ZOHIC, BLREILC ain't 258 L. HINETICA L
TVWHABIPEBZE S NS, Ld ZOBBEI O ain't 1ZF UHAE IO TEREE & SICHS

HEEOBELZIER L Tnb, ZER %@%L&%?T&W%L@k%%% BAEIL

Tiibhd, 20, BAL) LTERZOORBAPSERWETH D, FRATIE—2 2%V,

%ﬁ#%k&?LtwﬁiMTw&ﬁbﬂfwék_éﬁ%\@%WT%TV%%%%-?
==& LTCOWENHN, EFX5THS I,

(11) “You ain’t got into nothing, is you? ~ (Wright 1940: 133)
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KOBTE, F—=V b RTELTANT ¥ FRORBUGRF - L EANRE Y =L DOHFET
Hbo KIRLELTAT) OFELDOLHLT, BHIELE DL T RIREDSH N TV L HTOR
T H B 1LY BRETNIC ain't OEHATRED SN D05, FOBRENT EGEORKE T
T\, L7230 T RRROBILE 1FRR 5,

(12) “You ain’t scared of all this trouble were having round here, are you, Bigger?” (Wright
1940: 187)
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(13) I don't understand, Bigger. You say you hated her and yet you say you felt like having
her when you were in the room and she was drunk and you were drunk..” “Yeah:
that's funny, ain’t it?” (Wright 1940: 351)
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(14) Swell, wasn't it? Yeah; it was a killer, Bigger said. (Wright 1940: 34)
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(15) They want you to quit the Muslims or they won't pay your tuition, isn't that it? (Spike
Lee 1993: 140)
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(16) 1, 2, 8 hit, didn't it? (Spike Lee 1993: 76)
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(17) It's me or you, ain’t it, Pops? (Spike Lee 1993: 86)
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(18) And every cats watching, ain’t they? (Spike Lee 1993: 86)
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