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A Specific Feature of Dialect Landscapes
in The Hokuriku Region
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Abstract: While the decline of dialects as everyday language has been continuing nation-
wide in Japan, the use of dialects has been re-evaluated since the 1980s, various cases of
dialect conjugation other than everyday language have come to be recognized. In the
Hokuriku region, people allegedly tend to a strong inferiority complex concerning their
dialect, because of which they have been supposed to be reluctant to use dialects for
everyday reasons, and in fact their dialects have been declining so rapidly. Even in this
region, the dialect landscape has gradually enlarged in the last 20 years or so. In this
paper, the dialect landscape is divided into “dialect signboard/dialect catch copy” and
“dialect naming/dialect goods.” The author collected them at major points including the
capital cities of the three Hokuriku prefectures from 2016 to 2018 and, based on this data,
examines the relationship between the quantitative differences between these 300 dialect
landscapes and the dialect consciousness behind them, as well as the characteristics of the
dialect forms and meanings included in the dialect landscapes.
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