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The Rise and Fall of KoKutani in the Era of Lords
Toshiie, Toshitsune and Tsunanori of the Maeda Clan

TN L

RN AYNES

Abstract: Prior to the development of present day Kutani, the early Edo era witnessed a
sudden outpouring of Japanese porcelain or KoKutani, but thereafter this craft disap-
peared. This article describes the history of the crafting of KoKutani during the period of
the Maeda Clan under three Lords, Toshiie, Toshitsune and Tsunanori. Lord Toshiie, after
taking up government in Nanao, Noto, established the basis for the subsequent prosperity
of the Maeda Clan, exemplified by the tea ceremony in which porcelain plays an essential
role. Lord Toshitsune, a governor who used well-thought-out stratagems, divided his terri-
tory into three regions for his sons. The Kaga Clan was provided to the eldest son. The
eastern part of that area yielded gold and silver, which enabled the further development of
Japanese art, culture and academic studies in and around Kanazawa. The Toyama and
Daishoji Clans were given to his second and the youngest sons, respectively. The manu-
facture of KoKutani can be divided into two phases. In the first phase, solid materials
were burned at a very high temperature purportedly in Arita, Kyushu, then shipped via the
Japan Sea to Komatsu, where colorful Cross-like symbols were drawn onto the porcelain
which was subsequently gifted by Toshitsune to Christian warriors. Mrs. Magosaki
advances this hypothesis in the next article of this volume. Lord Tsunanori, the 5" daimyo
of the Kaga Clan was a man of phenomenal intelligence. He requested his scholars to
compile an encyclopedia that would surpass Honzou-Koumoku, the world’s leading ency-
clopedia at that time published in China. The group of scholars led by Jakusui Inou
successfully accomplished this challenge, resulting in the publication of Shobutsu-Ruisan.
My sense or speculation is that Shobutsu-Ruisan might be regarded as the advent of
science, and that Lord Tsunanori, on the other hand, may have had a negative view on the
second phase of manufacturing KoKutani that was being produced under the neighboring
Daishoji Clan. KoKutani eventually disappeared about 40 years after its inception and its
revival did not occur until late in the Edo era. Similarly, the bright light of science trig-
gered by Tsunanori was extinguished and not relit until Dutch science began to spread
during and after the last days of the Tokugawa Shogunate.
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