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Reconsidering the Birth of Ko-kutani Porcelain
in Kaga Region:
Maeda Toshitune and Covert Symbols of Christianity
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Abstract: Ko-Kutani is a type of porcelain well known for its unique design from a region
formerly called Kaga Province in present-day Ishikawa prefecture. Its origins are most
often traced to Kutani Village, where the Lord of Daishoji-han Maeda Toshiharu ordered
the kiln making and porcelain production has been attributed to Goto Saijiro in 1655; who
oversaw the kiln (Kutani-koyo) for approximately fifty years. Taking into account the
particular historical background with ties to Christianity which could not be revealed at
the time, for the first time, the study suggests that the creation of Ko-kutani may instead
have happened earlier in Rendaiji village, under a concealed order of the Lord of Kaga-han
Maeda Toshitsune.
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