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The Foundation of Jordan Reflected in Street Art:
Collaboration and Collusion over Urban Public Spaces
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Abstract: This paper examines the dynamics of identity politics unfolding in public spaces
by focusing on the development of street art in Amman, the capital of Jordan. Jordan is a
Middle Eastern monarchy where public spaces remain under tight government control,
suppressing discourse critical of the monarchy or religion. The Arab Spring led to the
flourishing of graffiti culture in Jordan, partially opening Amman’s public spaces to citi-
zens. Consequently, many street art projects emerged as part of Amman’s urban develop-
ment initiatives. However, the content of these official and legal street art projects cannot
escape government censorship, inadvertently reinforcing a discursive space favorable to
the government and its donors. Drawing on field research in Jordan, this paper analyzes
the discourses being developed within Amman’s art scene. Furthermore, observations of
Amman’s streets reveal how political graffiti expressing solidarity with Palestine has
evolved outside the framework of official street art projects. In conclusion, Amman’s street
art both reinforces the national identity promoted by the Jordanian government and
strengthens shared notions of justice within the patron—client structures that shape
Jordan’s relationship with the international community.
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