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Developing and Implementing an Authentic Travel-
Themed Chinese Language Textbook:
An Approach to Language and Cultural Understanding
Mediated through Place

B Lo
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Abstract: This study reports on the development and classroom implementation of the
second volume in the Chinese language textbook series Travelling through the World of
Chinese Language, titled Travelling in China: Twelve Breathtaking Places to Visit Once in
a Lifetime. The textbook is based on the authentic Chinese travel guide /00 Places to
Explore (edited by Wang Quanmin) and adopts a learning design that integrates multiple
modes, including explanatory texts, photographs, and maps. The first part focuses on
reading comprehension through the analysis of “travel narratives written by others,” while
the second part promotes oral production through role-playing activities that encourage
learners to imagine “their own journeys.” A questionnaire survey on the curriculum using
this textbook revealed that learners showed positive changes in both linguistic and cultural
understanding and deepened their interest in the diverse regional cultures of China. This
study positions foreign language learning as an “indirect and preliminary space of inter-
cultural experience” and proposes a new direction for language and culture education
mediated through the concept of place.

Keywords: Chinese language education; authentic materials; reading and speaking;
cultural understanding; travel
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