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Morally, the pandemic reminded us of our vulnerability, of our mutual dependence: “We are all in
this together.” Public officials and advertisers reached instinctively for this slogan. But this upbeat
mantra soon rang hollow. It did not describe a sense of community embodied in an ongoing practice of
mutual obligation and shared sacrifice. The pandemic made this clear. COVID-19 bore down most
heavily on people of color, who disproportionately held jobs that exposed workers to greatest risk. The
Latino death rate was 22 percent higher than that of whites; among Black Americans, the COVID death
rate was 40 percent higher than among white Americans.

These grim tallies of death reflected pre-existing conditions of privilege and privation. The same
market-driven globalization project that had left the United States without access to the domestic
production of surgical masks and medications had deepened inequalities and deprived many working
people of well-paying jobs and social esteem.

Meanwhile, those who reaped the economic bounty of global markets, supply chains, and capital
flows had come to rely less and less on their fellow citizens, as producers or as consumers. Their economic
prospects and identities were no longer dependent on local or national communities. As the winner of
globalization pulled away from the losers, they practiced their own kind of social distancing.

The political divide that matters, the winners explained, was no longer left versus right but open
versus closed. In an open world, success depends on education, on equipping yourself to compete and
win in a global economy. This means that national governments must ensure thateveryone has an equal
chance to get the education on which success depends. But it also means that those who land on top
come to believe they deserve their success. And, if opportunities are truly equal, it means that those who
are left behind deserve their fate as well

This way of thinking about success makes it hard to believe that “we are all in this together.” It
invites credentialed elites to consider their success their own doing, and many working people to feel that
those on top look down with disdain. It helps explain why those left behind by globalization would
become angry and resentful, and why they would be drawn to authoritarian populists who rail against

elites and promise to reassert national borders with a vengeance.



E

mantra: A 12—V bear downon: i2®D L2325  disproportionately: 189 D I
Latino: b Z¥= vy 7 RTHR  tally 805, & privation: B2

surgical mask: EEEf~ 27  inequality: & bounty: £

supply chain: %77 4 F = — v (EEAHEEE E E TO—EDHRN)

capital flow: EAFEE) credentialed: @D H 5, FEREEL -

disdain: 58 resentful: fEEEL T 5 authoritarian: #EELEZED
populist: K&z V) & + rail against: #¥3 % reassert: RO ERT 2

with a vengeance: #{ L <

HiB 1 Michael J. Sandel (2021). The Tyranny of Merit: What’s Become of the Common Good?Penguin
Books, pp.4-5
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