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Given these highly complex global interactions, research in this area frequently
yields contradictory conclusions. Unable to reach a general agreement, experts in
the field have developed several different hypotheses. One model posits a clear
correlation between the growing global significance of a few languages —
particularly English, Chinese, and Spanish —and the declining number of other
languages around the world. Another model suggests that the globalization of
language does not necessarily mean that our descendants are destined to utilize
only a few tongues. Still another thesis emphasizes the power of the Anglo-
American culture industry to make English—or what some commentators call

Globish—the “global lingua franca of the 21st century.”

Hence, it is one thing to acknowledge the powerful cultural logic of global
capitalism, but it is quite another to assert that the cultural diversity existing on
our planet is destined to vanish. In fact, several influential academics offer

contrary assessments that link globalization to new forms of cultural diversity.

Roland Robertson has famously argued that global cultural flows often reinvigorate
local cultural niches. Contending that cultural globalization always takes place in
local contexts, Robertson predicts a pluralization of the world as localities produce
a variety of unique cultural responses to global forces. The result is not increasing
cultural homogenization but glocalization—a complex interaction of the global and
local characterized by cultural borrowing. These interactions lead to a complex

mixture of both homogenizing and diversifying impulses.

H# : Manfred B. Steger (2020) Globalisms: Facing the Populist Challenge, 4th
edition, London, etc.: Rowman & Little Field, p.35.
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